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Clock is ticking on the loss of affordable housing in BC 

Urban Indigenous tenants face doubling of rents if government action is not taken  

 

Unceded territories of the xʷməθkʷə ̓yəm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh (Squamish) and 

səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations, known as Vancouver, BC    

Picture this: you’ve lived in your home for a decade, you’ve built a community with your 
neighbours, raised a family, and have a bit of savings in the bank. You notice many 
apartment buildings being developed in your neighbourhood, and it brings a smile to your 
face that more people will benefit from affordable housing, as you had.  

The next morning, you wake up to a letter at your door: “Dear Tenants, we MAY raise your 
rents so high by 2028 that you will not be able to live here anymore, but we’ll get back to 
you.” That’s the reality 4,600 Indigenous tenants across British Columbia are facing.  

The Government of Canada (GOC) and the Government of British Columbia (GBC) are 
emphasizing their commitments to address the affordable housing crisis through initiatives 
like Build Canada Homes1, Speculation and Vacancy Tax2, and Short-Term Rental 
Legislation3, yet have slowed the production of housing by deferring the Community 
Housing Fund (CHF) and Indigenous Housing Fund (IHF). Additionally, there are essential 
housing programs at risk, such as Reaching Home and Urban Native Housing. 

For members of the Aboriginal Housing Management Association, these deferrals mean 23 
shovel-ready projects were halted in their tracks, translating to an approximate loss of 

 
1 Home page. (2026). BCH. https://www.bch-mc.ca/  
2 Ministry of Finance. (2026, June 17). Speculation and vacancy tax - Province of British Columbia. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/speculation-vacancy-tax  
3 Standards, O. O. H. a. C. (2026, April 1). B.C.’s short-term rental legislation - Province of British Columbia. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing-tenancy/short-term-
rentals/short-term-rental-legislation  
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1,900 units. All that progress has stopped, during a time when people are struggling with 
affordability and systemic poverty more than ever.  

Meanwhile, the GOC is undecided about allowing 1,804 affordable housing units to leave 
the market by not extending subsidies for the Urban Native Housing (UNH) program; that’s 
4,600 tenants now facing housing instability during an affordable housing crisis. The 
potential loss of the Urban Native Housing program puts thousands at risk of 
homelessness and represents a significant setback for the non-profit housing sector.  

“We recognize the importance of building more housing stock at an accelerated rate,” says 
AHMA CEO Margaret Pfoh. “But supply alone will not fix the housing crisis if we allow our 
existing housing stock to fall apart or become unaffordable.  

We have made our case clear to both Governments; every $1 invested generates 
approximately $6.79 in value through government savings, economic growth, and social 
benefits, including improved health and safety outcomes.” 

Ignoring the plight of 3,578 social housing units designed for Indigenous families means 
putting at risk the homes that support people through intergenerational healing, raising 
families, and participating in the economy.  

“We call for sustained partnership and investment to scale, says Pfoh. “Safe, stable, 
affordable, and culturally supportive housing is necessary to social and economic stability. 
Any other choice equates to fueling homelessness by ripping homes away from hard-
working people impacted by housing precarity during an ongoing affordability crisis. 

“Work with us,” Pfoh adds. “We know how to support those most in need of a place to call 
home. We are skilled partners in urban Indigenous housing. We have been doing this work 
for over 30 years.” 
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About AHMA   
The Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA) has 30 years of expertise in advancing housing 
rights for Indigenous Peoples. We are Canada’s first For Indigenous, By Indigenous housing authority. AHMA 
members manage over 95% of all Indigenous housing units located off reserve in BC, and AHMA administers 
funds for over 10,000 Indigenous individuals and families living in urban, rural, and northern parts of the 
province. We also advocate broadly for Indigenous housing, provide operational guidance, conduct research, support 
asset management, and much more.   

mailto:communications@ahma-bc.org

